October 10, 1995

0 1515

The end result of this legislation is
going to be to improve the quality of
health care for hundreds of thousands
of veterans all across America. It will
help our VA hospitals and medical cen-
ters retain the finest quality in nurses
and physician assistants and dental hy-
gienists. This is significant legislation,
because it will significantly help those
Americans who have been willing to
put their lives on the line for our coun-
try.

So while there is no great conflict,
there will be no headlines in the news-
papers, | want to thank the gentleman
from Arizona and the gentleman from
Arkansas and the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi for carrying on the business of
Congress in such an efficient and pro-
fessional manner.

Mr. Speaker, | must add a personal
editorial note, that it is a shame that
the American people do not see the
Congress operating as it has operated
on this legislation, in a very positive
way, a very amicable way, a very non-
partisan way. If the American people
were to see Congress working on this
as the leaders have worked on both
sides of the aisle on this legislation, |
think perhaps people would have a bet-
ter and fairer sense of the way Con-
gress operates on much of our business.

So this legislation is good legisla-
tion. It is going to help our Nation’s
veterans, and | want to urge passage of
it today.

Mr. Speaker, let me finalize my com-
ments by saying | would be remiss if |
were not to pay tribute to the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY]. | came here as a young man
straight out of Texas A&M University
in 1974 to work for the then chairman
of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Olin E. “Tiger” Teague, a gentleman
that was known at the time as Mr. Vet-
eran of the Congress. Mr. Teague told
me about another gentleman who at
the time was taking a real leadership
position for our veterans, and particu-
larly fighting for the interests of our
POW’s and MIA’s. He told me that Mr.
MONTGOMERY would be known as the
next Mr. Veteran of the U.S. Congress,
and that is in fact what has happened
for so many years of great and unself-
ish service.

Mr. Speaker, | do not know of any
Member of Congress who has served
with greater distinction, with greater
class, with greater humility, with
greater kindness, or greater commit-
ment, genuine commitment, to helping
those men and women who are willing
to fight for our country. This is the
first piece of legislation that Mr.
MONTGOMERY has helped bring to the
floor since his announcement that he is
going to retire.

Mr. Speaker, | simply want to say on
behalf of all of my colleagues in Con-
gress and all of the veterans of Amer-
ica that we will miss dearly, we will
miss greatly, the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi who has set a standard of
gentlemanness, a standard of profes-
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sionalism that we younger Members of
Congress for many years to come would
be well advised to follow. If we were to
do so, and this Congress were to act in
its business always as Mr. MONTGOM-
ERY has always acted on his congres-
sional business, the institution of Con-
gress would be held in high esteem by
all Americans.

So to the general from Mississippi, to
the gentleman from Mississippi, | say
it is an honor to serve with the gen-
tleman. This is not a goodbye today be-
cause we are fortunate to have the
services of the gentleman for many
months to come until the next elec-
tion, but thank you for your leader-
ship.

Ipthank the gentleman from Arizona
[Mr. STumP] and the gentleman from
Arkansas [Mr. HuTcHINSON] for their
fine work on this piece of legislation.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as | may
consume.
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the

gentleman from Texas [Mr. EDWARDS].
I first met the gentleman many years
ago, the gentleman from Waco, and we
met those great World War Il Texas Di-
vision people that were in Italy and
fought so well. The gentleman from
Texas [Mr. EDWARDS] has a wonderful
veterans district with several hospitals
there, and | appreciate the kind words
he said. | still will be around for 14
months, | hope.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. DE LA GARZzA].

Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding time
to me.

Mr. Speaker, | echo the words of my
colleague from Texas, Mr. EDWARDS,
not only on this bill, but in relation to
our good friend, General MONTGOMERY.
I rise in support of the legislation and
I commend both sides for what they
have done for the veterans.

Let me say that General MONTGOM-
ERY and | came here at the same time,
and for us, from Texas, it was certainly
an easy transition from Olin “Tiger”
Teague who was Mr. Veteran to Mr.
Veteran General MONTGOMERY.

| take great pride in mentioning the
Montgomery bill of rights. Recently
when both gentlemen, the gentleman
from Arizona [Mr. STumP] and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY] were in Hawaii for the com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of
the end of World War 11, and | was priv-
ileged to accompany them, | told one
of the young men who was about to be
made sergeant the next day and he was
already talking about when he might
return home, and | said, “Well, you can
get an education’, and he says, ‘“Oh,
yes, the Montgomery bill of rights.”
And | pointed to the gentleman from
Mississippi, and | said, “That is the
Montgomery bill of rights right there.”
And with great awe and admiration he
rushed over to thank Mr. MONTGOMERY,
and that is his legacy.

Mr. Speaker, 1 know later we will
have other comments, but in associa-
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tion with what we do today, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi will have left
a legacy as a friend of the veteran, and
all of us who are veterans thank him.

This legislation is good. We still have
a long ways to go in regards to taking
care of the problems of veterans, but |
feel very comfortable with the two gen-
tlemen managing the bill here that we
will address those issues, and | thank
the gentleman for yielding to me.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | want also to thank
the gentleman from Texas for his very
kind remarks. | enjoyed very much
having his wife and himself on our trip.
He is a World War 11 veteran.

To the gentleman from Texas [Mr. DE
LA GARzA], there is a seat right there
in front for you tomorrow and | hope
you will be right there. Mr. DE LA
GARZA was in two services, | believe.
He was in the Army and also in the
Navy, and that is rather unusual. So |
thank the gentleman again for his
kindness.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
both the gentlemen from Texas for
their remarks about this bill, and 1
would especially like to thank Mr. ED-
WARDS for his kind remarks about the
operation of his committee and mine,
and | want the gentleman to know that
he is one of the reasons why we operate
in a bipartisan manner.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further requests for time and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Ev-
ERETT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Arizona
[Mr. STumP] that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1384, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

EXTENDING THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS AUTHORITY
TO USE NURSE ANESTHETIST
CONTRACT SALARY DATA IN ES-
TABLISHING PAY RATES FOR
VA-EMPLOYED NURSE ANES-
THETISTS

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1536) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend for 2 years an
expiring authority of the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs with respect to deter-
mination of locality salaries for cer-
tain nurse anesthetist positions in the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H.R. 1536

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That section
7451(d)(3)(C)(iii) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking out “April 1,
1995 and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 1997"".

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. STumP]
will be recognized for 20 minutes and
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr.
MoONTGOMERY] will be recognized for 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona [Mr. STUMP].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on H.R. 1536.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1536 would extend
until December 31, 1997, the authority
to permit VA Medical Center Directors
to use nurse anesthetist contract agen-
cy compensation data to adjust local-
ity-based nurse pay rates.

This would only be done where a VA
locality survey provides insufficient
data.

The Department requested extension
of this authority which will allow the
VA to remain competitive in the job
market for nurse anesthetists.

The Congressional Budget Office has
stated the bill would have no signifi-
cant cost to the Federal Government.

I want to thank the ranking member
of the Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
SONNY MONTGOMERY for helping move
the bill to the floor.

I also want to thank TiM HUTCHIN-
SON, chairman of the Hospitals and
Health Care Subcommittee, and CHET
EDWARDS the subcommittee’s ranking
member for their efforts on the bill.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, |
yield vyield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Texas
[Mr. EDWARDS].

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, again,
as with the previous legislation that
we just passed, this legislation will ba-
sically help the VA medical centers
bring the best quality of health care to
our Nation’s veterans by allowing flexi-
bility in pay scale for VA nurse anes-
thetists. This will allow us to keep
many of our finest nurse anesthetists
in the VA hospitals. Without this legis-
lation, there is a very real chance that
many of these important people in our
VA health care system might be pulled
out of the public health care system
and somewhere into private practice. If
that were to happen, that would be a
loss not only to our VA health care
centers, but to the veterans that they
serve.

Mr. Speaker, once again, as in the
previous legislation, | want to com-
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mend the gentleman from Arizona [Mr.
STumP] and the gentleman from Arkan-
sas [Mr. HUTcHINSON] for their leader-
ship on this important legislation,
along with the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY] for his lead-
ership as the ranking member of the
full committee. | urge passage of this
legislation.

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. HUTCH-
INSON].

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of H.R. 1536. I want to commend the
gentleman from Arizona [Mr. STumP]
for his work on this bill and for bring-
ing it to the floor today. Again, |
thank the ranking member, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONT-
GOMERY], for his work on this bill,
along with so many on behalf of veter-
ans. | also want to express my grati-
tude to the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
EDWARDS], the ranking member on the
Subcommittee on Hospitals and Health
Care, for his kind words earlier and for
his good work and for how easy it is to
work with him on behalf of all veter-
ans.

This is another one of those bills, as
Mr. EDWARDS said, that will not be on
the evening news, but it is an example
of the way Congress ought to work. Mr.
Speaker, members of this committee,
Mr. STumMP, Mr. MONTGOMERY, Mr. ED-
WARDS, and the other members of our
committee, Mr. KENNEDY, we have very
strong differences on many issues. We
certainly are no less loyal to our politi-
cal parties, but what makes this com-
mittee work so well is a greater loy-
alty to our veterans. While we feel
strongly about our particular issues,
we feel even stronger about the need to
work together on behalf of the veterans
of this country. So it is a great com-
mittee on which to serve.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in full support of
this legislation to extend the expiring
authority to determine locality pay for
VA nurse anesthetists and urge imme-
diate passage of the bill. The bill con-
tinues the VA authority to use salary
data from any employee of nurse anes-
thetists as a means of setting appro-
priate locality pay rates to December
31, 1997. This authority was made nec-
essary because of a quirk in the Veter-
ans Affairs Nurse Pay Act of 1990 which
established a locality pay system for
VA nurses, but failed to provide an ade-
quate means for determining the rates
of pay for nurse anesthetists.

The legislation passed unanimously
in both the Subcommittee on Hospitals
and Health Care and the full Veterans
Affairs’ Committee. It is supported by
the VA, and CBO has concluded that
the legislation has no significant cost
to the Federal Government. So once
again, Mr. Speaker, | urge quick pas-
sage of H.R. 1536.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself 1 minute.

Mr. Speaker, there have been some
around here who have said in years
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past that the members of the Commit-
tee on Veterans Affairs get up and con-
gratulate each other on both sides of
the aisle, and | like that. | think we
would do much better around here if we
did that in other committees, if we
were to work more closely together.
We enjoy working with the other side
of the aisle, as they enjoy working
with us. Of course, we have a wonderful
constituency in that we have the veter-
ans and their dependents and the oth-
ers who are affected by what we do in
veterans programs.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of this
legislation, and | would hope that this
would be a unanimous vote.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATHAM). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ar-
izona [Mr. StumP] that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1536.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
1995

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2394) to increase, effective as of
December 1, 1995, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 2394

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment
Act of 1995,

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, affective on Decem-
ber 1, 1995, increase the dollar amounts in ef-
fect for the payment of disability compensa-
tion and dependency and indemnity com-
pensation by the Secretary, as specified in
subsection (b).

(b) AMOUNTS To BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:

(1) ComPENSATION.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1114 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts in effect
under sections 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar
amount in effect under section 1162 of such
title.
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